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He is ably seconded by another prisoner who learned his trade in the thorough 
school of experience. 

Our poultry is handled by a "lifer" who has made a hobby of the care of 
chickens from both incubator and hen mothers and is showing by the results 
he is obtaining that his knowledge of the subject is thorough and practical. 
Turkeys, that are supposed to have a hard time reaching the age when they 
are available for table use, are under the care of an old soldier, who vies with 
the chicken man in showing results. He has been exceptionally successful 
thus far. 

We are using as many of the prisoners on outside work as possible, having 
at present 35 per cent of the total number confined at work outside of the 
walls upon the prison reservation and farm. 

Massachusetts Society for Aiding Discharged Prisoners. — Extract from 
report of the agent, George E. Cornwall, presented to the annual meeting. 
May 28, 1917. The recommendation contained therein was adopted by unani- 
mous vote: 

"For some time the officers of the society have been endeavoring to extend 
its work. The fact that we were not spending all of our income had led them 
to give this matter much thought. Our society is statewide, as its name implies. 
Its funds have mostly been supplied from Boston and vicinity. Our head- 
quarters must necessarily be in Boston, where the majority of the prisoners are 
to be reached. There are many prisoners released from the county prisons, 
located at such a distance that few of them receive help from us, it not being 
practicable for them to come to this city and return to their home towns, 
neither is it possible for the agent to see them personally without neglecting 
more important work in Boston, as well as incurring much useless expense. 

"To reach these men in an economical manner the agent asks that he may 
be authorized to arrange with the masters of such houses of correction as he 
deems advisable, to expend for the society not exceeding one thousand dollars 
($1,000) for the year ending April 30, 1918. 

"It is probable that this extension of our work to other sections of the 
state will encourage contributions from those localities, thus providing funds 
for still further extension of this help to all of the county prisons of the 
Commonwealth." 

This is a move in the right direction. The masters of the different county 
prisons know each of their charges intimately ; they can readily distinguish 
between the deserving and the undeserving. The money can thus be wisely 
expended and made to do a great amount of untold good to the unfortunate 
prisoners. The days of the vulgar sneer and the ignorant slur at the efforts of 
humanitarians who are determined to aid the discharged prisoner are happily 
over and the X-ray of intelligence has pierced the armor plate of ignorant 
fault-finding. 

Joseph Matthew Sullivan, Boston, Mass. 
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The Canadian Criminal Identification Bureau: Annual Report, 1916. — 

The gigantic and all-embracing character of the war now raging on three 
continents is exemplified by the fact that there is no phase of national life, 



